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Map Me This

Google and Nokia have both made free

wﬂrhrhjm navigation

applications on

mobile devices. Are they any good? kusHAN wITRA

s e ik poriect; there ane

enough people peiting ket

thanks to their Global
Posithoning System 7= navigation
devices. Having suid that. “frec” um-
Ty mwniggtion ks vl (o Tenee an
your mobile device. Sokin's (5 Maps
works on all Symbian Serics &)
(E Serhes, N Sorics and o few othersi
devices. The free service, however, i
only mailable on handsets that are

-':;r_‘.l OGLE MAPS

@ Supports multiple plathorms-
Android, Symbian, BlackBerry
and iPtine

@ Several Indian cities mapped

@ Maps are downloaded in real
time, poor mobile dala
connectivly can affect maps

@ User interface could improwe

irs-ennbled, Goople Maps, which isa
free downboad, works on virtually
every smariphone. But unlike Ovi
Maps. which i sored in your device
memery, Coogle Maps conmods boi
network (o downlomd mpps as you
mive. The “tum-by-turm”™ navigatlon
service works only on devioet running
Google's Androld In India, though
Google Mips™ directbon service works
on mardiiple plaforms.

Using the service ks o breeze on
both platforms. You enter a stan-point
and an end-point. Finding an exac
residderaiial isckdnee might be s beaie on
Irnchian g but then you coukd ender
@ nearby lnmdmirk. So if you haveto
go from your office to, sy, o Fortls
Hespital. you can enter thit as your
end-point. The softwiere will throw wp
i izt ol hosplinks as the likely kcatkon
Yo sebect the right one. Allermntively
if the person wheose hore or office you
e visiting stays near o Fortis Hespltal,
you could plug thit as the end-polnt
and subsequently navigise marnundly.

You wonekd ideally nood o cir-stand
for your mobile and since Grs mod-
ke sevr Lo ROCRE ON OOWer, E CIer-
charging kit too. Total cost: around
R= 5008 though one would recom-
ol fant inliended ik connection on
your device for both servioss, Your
mobile needs o clear line of sight 1o
i shy 1y receive a o signal. so the
dloshbwoand o the wirdscroen would e
the best attach-points. For the ssme
reason, using a navigator fom the
bcfcmest may not be a gremt Kea

Navigation is very casy inside the
city. IT you don’t “agree” with the
rovte, vou can recaboulate it with &
fewy clicks imd eveny proggran it o okl
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@ Free navigation supported on
spbect high-end Nokia devices.
Basic maps available for others

& Limited numbser of cifies

& Maps can be loaded on device

& (00d user-interface and
yoice navigation

certain purts of the dty, The problem ks
ol oty mingor cilkes and bere Ui
Mg i really poor even though it did
harve the dightly better inferfise, (por-
ticubarly the "Walking™ navigitiomn
ool ), Google’s munges, wihich fanve boe
worked on by an wrmmy of users using
Canogle Map Maker, soem midre Ui
ouph oulside msjor cithes Tual Ehe i
Epntion ool fywe used | on an Android
device) could be betier.

S thie shirl answer s that neither
service |s perfect, and stnclabone mp-
plrg comparies hove fiur btier maps
B, a5 they sy,
price. There is one major dramside,
(houghe The devices the maps work
o e phiones and neither servicoe s
the ability 1o block
nanvigating. I vou gt a call a2 @ com-
plicnied i i 'l your hocky deay @

“free” ks o nmicdng
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